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WPB SSA #33 Commission
Brent Norsman, Chair (Norsman Architects)
Rebecca Dohe, Co-Chair (WWWT Investments, LLC)
David Ginople, Secretary (store B vintage)
Wayne Janik, Treasurer (Janik’s Café)
Joseph Hall, Quick Release Bike Shop
Marcy Huttas, Resident

WPB Chamber of Commerce 
Board of Directors 2018
Mike Cho, 2018 President (Anova Properties)
David Stearns, 2018 Vice President (L&L Development)
Andrew Balderson, 2018 Treasurer (Balderson & Company)
Catherine Crews, 2018 Secretary (Canine Crews)
David Boylan (SERVPRO)
Mason Cole (Cole Sadkin)
Tim Gillengerten (Transit Tees)
Michelle Gomez (Dynamic Salon)
CK Lo (ENSO Sushi & Bar)
Ryan Martin (The Den Theater)
Ann Nolan (State Farm)
Maren Rosenberg (Escape Artistry)
Ginna Ryan (Mauge, Inc.)
Kari Schmidt (HealthSource of Wicker Park)
Joseph C Spataro (Waddell & Reed)
Scott Starbuck (City Soles)

WPB Chamber of Commerce | Sta�
Pamela Maass, Executive Director
Garrett Karp, SSA Program Manager
Alice Howe, SSA Program Specialist, Farmer’s Market Manager
Sam Choudhury, SSA Program Manager (prior to 8/1/18)
Hans Kumler, SSA Program Specialist (prior to 6/1/18)
Gabriela Perez, Membership & Marketing Coordinator
Debbie Rinella, Special Events Coordinator
Mark Friedman, Accountant
Jordan Miller, Arts + Social Media Administrator

Q:  What is a Special Service Area?

A Special Service Area (SSA) is an economic 
development tool that provides neighborhoods with 
the �nancial means to create, maintain, and 
manage clean, attractive and competitive 
commercial districts. SSAs (also known as Business 
Improvement Districts) provide a fair and 
transparent way to �nance and manage 
improvement programs and provide supplemental 
services. There are over 50 SSAs in the City of Chicago.

Q:  How does it work? 

A supplemental property tax levy is applied to 
properties within the SSA and funds collected are 
used for beauti�cation and enhancements such as 
sidewalk cleaning, snow removal, art installations, 
transportation improvements, holiday décor, 
façade improvements and more. By providing these 
services year after year, WPB SSA #33 fosters a 
vibrant, inviting and safe community for all.

Q:  What informs SSA actions? 

WPB SSA #33 is guided by a volunteer commission 
of local business owners, property owners, and 
residents and administered by the Chamber of 
Commerce. The commission meets monthly to 
oversee all funding, budgeting and work plans for 
the SSA. A series of subcommittees meets regularly 
to advise the commission in more speci�c areas. All 
SSA meetings are open to the public.  WPB SSA #33 
and the Wicker Park Bucktown Chamber of 
Commerce follow an award-winning Master Plan, 
initially funded by the SSA in 2009 and updated in 
2016.  The WPB Master Plan features innovative 
recommendations and renderings that will continue 
to guide our e�orts for the next 5-7 years. 

 

WPB SSA #33 Quick Facts

www.wickerparkbucktown.org
(773) 384-2672
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Cover: Artist and Chicago native, Hebru Brantley, puts the 
�nishing touches on a new mural in a familiar location; 
see page 8 for details. Photo by Garrett Karp, WPB SSA #33
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WPB Flashback

The Robey Hotel, shown above, is an excellent example of large 
scale Art Deco architecture! It was �rst constructed in 1929 as a 
203 foot o�ce building called Northwest Tower. It was renamed 
after Damen Avenue’s original name - Robey Street.

The architecture surrounding the intersection of Milwaukee and Ashland 
Avenue changed signi�cantly due to the construction of the Blue Line 
subway. The photograph above predates the subway and shows some of 
the striking buildings that were lost over the years. 

1501 N Milwaukee Avenue, shown above in 1966, was �rst constructed in 
1881 during the major construction boom along Milwaukee. The building 
has managed to avoid demolition thanks to its designation as part of the 
Milwaukee Avenue Historic District.

Western Avenue was Chicago's westernmost boundary from 1851 to 1869, 
hence the name! In the photo above from about 1931, looking north at the 
intersection of Western and Milwaukee Avenues, you can spot a few familiar 
buildings including Margie's Candies. Margie worked and managed the 
shop for decades and the business remains family owned.

Wicker Park and Bucktown are home to some of the city’s best 
examples of late 19th century workers’ cottages, as shown in the 
photograph above. Our neighborhoods are home to multiple 
historic districts that aim to preserve these staples of classic 
Chicago architecture!









Motorists must yield to people bicycling 
when crossing the dashed bike lane.

The Transportation Committee is dedicated to keeping movement around our 
communities safe, simple and intuitive. Whether you’re a pedestrian, cyclist or 
driver, we are actively planning for you!  We continue to enhance our multi-modal 
environment by implementing complete streets initiatives and supporting a 
bike-friendly atmosphere via Bike-To-Work Week and the installation of new bike 
racks. In 2018, WPB SSA #33 helped further beautify and protect our pedestrians 
by installing large planters at key locations within the streetscape and along 
corridors - more to come in 2019!  See pages 5 and 6 for details.

Transportation
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 “Numbers Show the Milwaukee Avenue Makeover 
   in Wicker Park Has Boosted Safety” 
      - Streetsblog Article |  December 12, 2018

BREAKING NEWS

DATA PROVIDED BY THE CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
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Increase  in  motorists
traveling at /  below 20 mph16% Fewer motorists 

driving in the bike space37% 
Due to improvements initiated by CDOT and SSA #33, Milwaukee Avenue has experienced:

10

        








