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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS: MURAL INITIATIVE 

Wicker Park Bucktown Special Service Area #33 is seeking qualifications and proposals for murals to be 

painted on high visibility walls throughout the Wicker Park and Bucktown neighborhoods. Murals and 

public art increase foot traffic and enhance the pedestrian experience of a neighborhood while drawing 

out potential customers and patrons to hosting and surrounding businesses and deterring vandalism. 

Murals also serve as a means for supporting local artists, bringing them visibility, and fostering a sense 

of community, place, and belonging for all residents of and visitors to the neighborhood.  

Project Description 

WPB SSA #33 will be pairing selected mural projects with participating buildings/businesses to bring 

more public art to our community. The mural initiative serves multiple objectives of the updated WPB 

Master Plan’s Arts + Culture chapter as noted below. 

 Support artists who live or work in the neighborhood. 

 Incorporate art into corridors and streetscape. 

 Expand creative policies and financial opportunities to support arts in WPB. 

These murals will become a highly visible part of our neighborhood fabric and host properties must 

agree to maintain and keep the mural for a minimum of three years or be barred from participation in 

future SSA #33 arts programs. Hosts properties are also encouraged to assist artists with the cost of 

materials and equipment when possible. Murals will be accompanied by a plaque with the work’s title, 

the name of the artist, and any other relevant information. Completed murals will also be photographed 

and included in our WPB mural archive and database. 

Budget 

Two mural artist proposals will be selected for implementation. Each artist will receive a stipend of up to 

$7,500 with flexibility to increase or decrease funding at the committee’s discretion based on scale, 

labor, and equipment factors. Stipends will be distributed in two installments, the first 80% to be paid 

upon acceptance and the remaining 20% upon completion of the artwork. The stipend is intended to 

cover all costs of the project, including materials, equipment rentals, and artist fee. Unforeseeable 

circumstances aside, murals not completed in an appropriately timely fashion or according to approved 

proposals may receive reduced payment. Unfinished murals are ineligible for complete payment and 

artists may possibly be barred from receiving funding as part of any future SSA #33 arts programs. 



Artist Responsibilities 

Artists will be responsible for securing any permits and equipment necessary for completion of the 

artwork. These expenses should be noted in the proposed budget submitted with the application. All 

necessary labor must be secured by the artist. Murals cannot require structural alterations to the 

hosting property and should not cause any lasting damage. Some host properties may be historic 

structures that have special rules and ordinances applied. In these cases, it may be prudent for murals to 

be completed on panels mounted to the building’s wall. As not all host properties will be determined by 

the time of time of submission, we ask that artists please consider a level of flexibility and factor in a 

sense of scale with their proposal so we can find a site best suited for the proposed artwork. Selected 

artists should have reliable experience and demonstrate a sound ability to take on public art projects 

from initiation through to completion. 

Proposal Details and Requirements 

To be considered, artists should submit the following: 

 Description of the mural project and plan of execution (approximately 250 words) 

 Accurate and legible drawings and/or digital renderings of the proposed work 

 Approximate size and scale of the mural with any flexibility considered and noted 

 Three to five examples of previous and similar work 

 Artist statement, resume/CV, and bio for the artist 

 Stipend request (up to $7,500 with exceptions) and estimated, itemized budget expenditures 

 Plan and timeline for project completion 

 Any special requests and/or concerns should be articulated in the proposal 

Complete proposals should be emailed to jordan@wickerparkbucktown.com with the subject line 

“Mural Initiative Proposal” or mailed in a sealed envelope to: 

Wicker Park Bucktown Chamber of Commerce 

Attn: Mural Initiative Proposal 

1414 N Ashland Ave 

Chicago, IL 60622 

 

Please contact Jordan Miller at jordan@wickerparkbucktown.com with any questions or concerns.  
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