
Request for Proposals for Tree Planting Services for the 

Wicker Park Bucktown SSA #33 District 
 
The Wicker Park Bucktown Chamber of Commerce and Special Service Area #33 

(WPB) is seeking a contractor to provide tree planting services in the Wicker Park 

Bucktown Special Service Area (refer to Exhibit A:  SSA #33 Boundary Map). The 

purpose of this project is to enhance the urban forest with 30 – 40 new trees by 

removing tree stumps as well as filling empty tree pits. WPB will provide a list of 

locations to selected contractor. 

Scope of Work 

 Work includes performing all operations in connection with removing stumps as well as planting 

new trees. Please note some tree pits may be surrounded by fencing.  

 Contractor must supply all necessary tools, equipment, and proof of insurance 

 Contractor must obtain all necessary permits 

 Contractor will provide a variety of trees, in compliance with City of Chicago Urban Tree Planting 

Guidelines. Tree size to be no smaller than 3” in diameter, mix can include: 

 
o Gymnocladus dioicus (Kentucky coffee tree) 

o Tilia cordata (Little Leaf Linden) 
o Gleditisia triacanthos (Honeylocust) 
o Celtis occidentalis (Hackberry) 
o Robinia pseudonacacia (Black Locust) 
o Also provide cost for Pirus Cleveland Select Pear 

 

Schedule: 

 RFP Released – 8/16/2016 

 Proposals Due – 8/31/2016 

 Work begins – Approximately first week of October, 2016 

 Work to be completed by November 1, 2016 

 

Proposals should include: 

 a scope of services  

 estimated timelines  

 all related fees 

 itemized pricing per tree installation 

 

Please submit a proposal by Friday, September 2, 2016 by 5pm. NO LATE PROPOSALS WILL BE 

ACCEPTED. Include at least three references. The attached district map (Exhibit A), and core values 

(Exhibit B) is for your reference only, you do not need to submit it with your proposal. If you have 

questions, please call Jessica at 773-384-2672 X 214 or email at the address below. 

 

Proposals should be sent to: 
 
jessica@wickerparkbucktown.org 
(email is preferred) 

 
-or- 
 
Jessica Wobbekind, WPB SSA #33 Program Manager 
Wicker Park Bucktown Chamber of Commerce 
1414 N Ashland Avenue, Chicago, Illinois  60622 
 

 

mailto:jessica@wickerparkbucktown.org


Attachment A: WPB SSA #33 Boundary Map 

 
 
 

 
 



Attachment B 
Background on WPB and Core Values 

What is WPB? 

WPB is the Special Service Area for the Wicker Park and Bucktown neighborhoods of Chicago. The mission of WPB is to sustain and 

promote the prosperity and unique qualities of life in the Wicker Park and Bucktown neighborhoods and commercial district, whilst 

preserving its diverse character for the benefit of its residents, visitors, and businesses through the wise and discerning investment of 

resources to enhance our public ways.  

 

Core Values 

The Commission of WPB (SSA #33) has a set of core values that are at the heart of any and all decisions made.  These values guide 

the Commission, influencing goals, priorities, and allocation of funding for projects. 

 

Environmental best practices are preferred, and should be incorporated into all projects.  Being located in a well-established urban 

area presents unique environmental challenges.  Green space is limited, while hard, impervious surfaces abound, especially on the 

commercial streets of WPB.  Alternatives to conventional methods of managing stormwater runoff should be explored and 

implemented whenever possible.  As natural resources become more and more limited, the need to recycle as well as find alternative 

methods for powering vehicles, buildings, etc. is becoming more imperative.  The Commission of WPB is committed to finding ways 

to encourage recycling and a more “green lifestyle” in order to lessen the burden on infrastructure and resources. 

 

Walking, bicycling, and public transit are preferred methods of transportation.  Traffic congestion and parking are major concerns in 

the Wicker Park and Bucktown neighborhoods.  The Commission of WPB feels that it is important to maintain the neighborhoods as 

safe, interesting, and inviting places to walk and bike.  When residents are walking and biking, they are more likely to use transit.  The 

private vehicle is here to stay and needs to be considered in planning, however, the Commission of WPB desires to put the needs of 

walkers, cyclists and transit riders first, as they are the more sustainable means of transportation in an urban setting. 

 

Public space, particularly streets, are an integral part of making a neighborhood exciting.  When people talk about a great 

neighborhood, they are often referring to the public life of the neighborhood, an experience that can only be had in the public way, on 

streets or sidewalks.  An active, exciting, and interesting street life is the backbone of successful neighborhoods, as it serves residents, 

visitors, and businesses of all kinds equally.  When people talk about a great neighborhood, they rarely speak of the interior of houses 

or stores, but rather the people they watch, the storefronts that catch their eye, the outdoor spaces where they relaxed, and the overall 

experience of being in the neighborhood as experienced from its sidewalks.  To this end, the Commission of WPB is interested in 

maintaining the unique atmosphere of Wicker Park and Bucktown that can only be experienced in the public way.  

 

Honoring the heritage of the neighborhoods while progressing into the future. 

The Wicker Park and Bucktown neighborhoods have been home to many artists, musicians, writers, and others in the creative 

community for many years.  Unfortunately, there has been a decline in the creative community, a detriment to the culture and 

liveliness of the neighborhoods.  Similarly, the neighborhoods have a wealth of architectural history that has also been lost.  The 

Wicker Park and Bucktown neighborhoods are at an important crossroads:  find ways to nourish the creative community and preserve 

architectural heritage so that it continues to flourish or risk further decline and the loss of what has helped define the neighborhoods 

for so long.   

 

Any community process should be open and transparent to its stakeholders.  WPB is funded through property tax dollars, and exists as 

a public body.  Any planning, budgeting, or decision making process shall be open to the public.  Innovative methods to solicit public 

comment and input are expected; WPB considers transparency and engagement to be paramount to its success and validity in the 

community. 

 


